TOWN OF WEST NEWBURY

APPLICATION FOR PROJECT FUNDING
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE

Applicants should file eight (8) copies of the completed Application and all accompanying documents with
the Community Preservation Committee, Town Office Building, West Newbury MA 01985, and an
electronic copy to cpc@wnewbury.org.

PROJECT NAME:
PROJECT ADDRESS:

MAP/LOT:

APPLICANT NAME:

CONTACT PERSON:
TELEPHONE:

ADDRESS:

EMAIL:

Whetstone Greenway
Sullivan's Court to River Meadow Drive

R11-68A

Brad Buschur

(Group or Committee Affiliation)

Brad Buschur
617 874-6498

347 Main Street

West Newbury MA 01985

bbuschur@gmail.com

COMMUNITY PRESERVATION CATEGORY:

(Please check all that apply)

Community Housing

Historic Preservation

ligible/On State Registry

|J)esignated by Historic Commission

[0 | Open Space & Recreation

The Committee may require, as a condition for funding, that the applicant grant to the Town or other
authorized grantee certain restrictions, including: preservation restrictions on rehabilitated or acquired
historic resources, conservation restrictions on preserved or acquired lands, and deed restrictions on
affordable housing projects. If applicable, the restriction shall be recorded at the Southern Essex District

Registry of Deeds.
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REQUIRED NARRATIVE: PLEASE PROVIDE A NARRATIVE ON A SEPARATE SHEET
WHICH ADDRESSES THE FOLLOWING REQUIREMENTS

PROJECT SUMMARY: Provide a description of the Project, including the property involved and
its proposed use.

The project requests funding for the design, permitting, and construction of a universally
accessible trail linking Sullivan's Court and River Meadow Drive. The current trail is well used
by pedestrians and cyclists, but it crosses a wetland as well as a stream creating erosion
issues and limiting universal accessibility. The trail is popular because it provides access to the
open space and trails at the Cottages at River Hill and access to Main Street (via Whetstone).
It may also be used in the future to provide river access through a conservation area located
on the Merrimack River in the River Meadow Drive development. This project seeks to
address the negative impacts on the resource area and increase use by installing a universally
accessible trail. Funding from the CPC would be used to partially relocate and regrade the trail,
install a dense grade stone pack, and construct two structures to bridge the resource areas.
The total project budget is $40,000, the Sullivan's Court developer (Walker Development
Corp.) has committed $10,000.

PUBLIC BENEFIT: Describe in detail the benefits West Newbury will receive from the Project and
how the Project fulfills the Community Preservation Committee’s Project Evaluation Criteria.

The project would complete a long-standing plan for universal access to a trail linking
Sullivan's Court and River Meadow Drive, which would interconnect with the open space and
trails at the Cottages at River Hill and to the riverfront conservation area off River Meadow
Drive. Improvement of the frequently - used trail and construction of walkways would prevent

ongoing damage to a mid - trail wetland area, and provide a safe means for access through
that area.

CONTROL OF SITE: Indicate whether the applicant owns or has a purchase agreement for the

Project site. If the property is under agreement, include a description of the agreement and the timing
and conditions. If the applicant does not have site control, explain.

The project is on Town - owned property.
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FEASIBILITY: List all steps that may be required for completion of the Project, such as
environmental assessment, zoning or other approvals, agreement on terms of any required conservation,
affordability or historic preservation restrictions, and any other known issues. For projects that may
impact abutters or the neighborhood, describe methods used to notify abutters of the proposal, and
support or objections from those affected.

Plans will be submitted to the Conservation Commission for approval of all construction within
the wetland areas. Wetland delineation has been done at the site. The Planning Board will
secure an arrangement for the deposit of $10,000 by Walker Development Corp. toward the
project cost. Plans for the crossing structures will be submitted for approval with the Building
Inspector. Project contracting will be coordinated with the Town Counsel's Office/ Town
Procurement Officer to ensure compliance with laws regarding construction on public property.
Project site abutters have been notified regarding the project which was the subject of a recent
Planning Board public hearing.

SUPPORT: Have the appropriate Town Boards and Commissions expressed support and/or approved
the project? What is the nature and level of community support for this project?

The project originated as part of the conditions for the Planning Board Subdivision Control Law
approval of the Sullivan's Court Development, and that approval was recently amended to
incorporate the commitment of a $10,000 payment by the developer toward the project cost.
The Open Space Committee supports this project as an important step toward creating
universal access trails in the Town and to avoid further degradation of a wetland area. The
permitting process before the Conservation Commission will assure that the project is
completed consistent with the protection of the seasonal stream and wetland areas. Project
site abutters and a number of trail users have also expressed support for the project.

PROJECT TIMELINE: Describe the anticipated steps or phases for completion of the Project.
Demonstrate whether the Project will be ready to proceed in the coming fiscal year. Will this be a
multiyear project?

It is anticipated that this will be a multiyear project due to restrictions under state law on work
with a wetland area. Design work is expected to commence by mid - 2021, followed by
permitting which is expected to be completed by YE 2021, with construction expected to
commence in August 2021 and to be completed by October, 2021.
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FUNDING:

30,000
A. Amount of Community Preservation Funding Requested: $

B. Include a full budget, including itemization of major components and breakdown of
construction and maintenance costs. Describe the basis for your budget and the sources of
information you used.

$O o Design and Permitting (In Kind)

$18,592 ...... Trail Construction (Install erosion control, grub out roughly 400'x6’ path, install 8”
of %" dense pack on path)

$21,408 ...... Boardwalk / Puncheon construction (48" wide structure constructed of
rough-hewn lumber)

C. Other Sources of Funding Available: If funding from other sources may be available for the
Project, please complete the following table:

SOURCE OF AMOUNT STATUS (COMMITTED Y/N CONTINGENT ON
FUNDING REQUESTED IF NOT-WHEN) CP FUNDS (Y/N)
Walker Developme $10,000 Committed N

ATTACHMENTS: SEE GUIDELINES FOR PROJECT SUBMISSION AND
ATTACHMENTS. YOU MAY BE REQUESTED TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL
INFORMATION.

SUBMISSION OF AN APPLICATION DOES NOT CONSTITUTE ACCEPTANCE OF A PROJECT

0’)‘6 é February 1, 2021 Applicant Signature and Date

For questions contact: cpc@wnewbury.org, 978-363-1100 X131.
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