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Town Meeting Time

The picture by the artist Sidney M. Chase is said to be of a

west Newbury town meeting in the very early 1900s.

In the foreground a man stands as he exercises his privilege to

address the assembl!y on a subiect he obvious!y feels strongly about. He

has the attention of the men seated about hims one who has turned *o face

him with an amused expression. On the stage in the backfround stands a

man beside a tabley Presumabiy a selectman or possibly the moderator.

Called Town Meeting Times the picture characterizes the democratic

process that continues in West Newbury today of townspeople meeting to

decide the course of town affairs for the next vear.

Although times changey toprpics for town meeting actions and lively

discussions remain similars the roadss the schoolsy the l|library. Perhaps

the most important decision made in Town Hall that would affect the town

for vyears to come was the vote in 1884 to purchase a steam fire engine.

In February that vears the Ruddock Shoe Company burned. The town

had no fire fighting ecuipment other than buckets: so by the time the

handtub came over from Rocks Village and help came down from Haverhills

the building was a total loss. This provided the impetus for the beginning

of a town fire derpartment with the vote at the annual town meeting to

purchase a steam engine.

Another momentous decision made in Town Hall was to build Central

School in 1910. Until that time there were nine district schools. With

the constant expense for keeping the buildings in repairy, the decision
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was finally made to build Central School (now the Town O0ffice Building)
and bring all the students together at one location. This did consolidate
ali except the No. 9 school on Turkey Hill Road which remained open until
the 1930s.

In more recent timess the purchase of the former Cardinal Cushing
Academy property in 1972 had the unanimous backing of the more than 300
voters who attended the srpecial town meeting on March 18. The trustees of
the academy were in the process of marketing it when a West Newbury
resident heard it was for sale and the action began for the town to
acquire the prorerty.

The million dollar bond issue for the purchase of the 343 acre
property was the largdest in the history of the town at that time. Of
that amounty $750,000 was the purchase prices the remaining $250,000 for
expenses and renovations.

The characteristics of Chase'’/s picture remain the same today as
in earlier timess, free discussion with its €ive and takes but the one
difference in todavy/s meetings is the presence of women who play an
important part in town affairs.

A noted artist in oils and water color in his iater lifes Chase
began his career as an illustrator and author for magazines and commercial
periodicals. His Town Meeting picture appeared with an article he wrote
in a 1910 issue of Scribner’s magazine.

A native of Haverhills he graduated from hizh schoo!l there and
Harvard Colleges then attended Parpe’s Art School in Boston for two vears.

After several vyears as illustrator and writersy he studied with Howard
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Pyie in Wilmington, Delawares and for brief periods with Woodbury and
Tarbell. He was a great admirer of Winslow Homer.

From about 1916 he devoted his talents to painting and water colors
with much of his work being scenes along the Maine coast. He is said to
have introduced N. C. Wyeth to Maine.

Chase maintained a studio in Haverhill, but spent part of the
summer in Maine near Penobscot Bav.

His work was exhibited throughout Massachusetts and at the National
Academy GBalleries in New York. In 1938 he was listed in Whois Who in
American Art. In 1916 he was elected to life membership as a trustee of
the Haverhill Public Librarys a position he held until his death in 1957.

Now an art auction is planned for Nov. 18 to earn money for
refurbishing the Town Hall ceiling which has paint hanging from it in
shreds. Ross Galleries of New York provides an array of art work and the
professional auctioneer. Work of local artists Beverly Mitchei!s Bruce
Taylors R. Scott Jackson and Elizabeth Szymanski will be included in the
auction.

The preview of the art work will be from 7 to 8 p.m. in Town Hall.
The auction starts at 8 p.m. The number of persons in attendance from 8 to
9:30 p.m. determines the percentage of art sales for the refurbishing fund.
Tickets are $10 an individuals $15 per couples available at the library and
from Marjorie Peterson at the Town Office Building.

The West Newbury Historical Society is sponsoring the auction. Anvone
who whould like to help should call Denise DEnnis at 363-8826, Auction

Committee chairman.
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