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\IEETl'\C IL\\ 

lh ~idnl'\ 1\1. l ha~L: 

I L 1 1,r 11 ,11,,, I \ l ll t All lloR 

m 
'-lL\1;1;\' \!r,1\ hor~·. dr;rn -

111)! an olcl i.ir;ner in :i mu<l
'Jlla,lwd I h·mrn rat 11-;1go11, 
tloui;hl·d thrnuL'h 1h1• 

depth, 111 :t \ I ngl:mtl 
n1untr\'ro,11I. \ \l,,n h I hill 

,, ~ in lhl Ir, .md th"c ,larl; I 1·n I I.;, -till 
held r.1~gL'fl pat< h1·, 11i ,mm :incl iLc. l'n·, 

l'ntl)' he 1 :111w aliri:a,1 oi a II hit1'· )',lint1·,I 
iarm-hou-<". In 1h1• b.mM':ml. l,u,, about 
hi, t:h11n:,, \Ht•a ~rim-\'i-.1~L·d man in •lll'r• 

.tlf.... The tlri11·r ,1nrc·d hi, hor'l' to thl' 
roacl,id1·. and l'ulkd "n 1h1· rein,. 

.. \\'hn:i: ' ' he rnllcd 
"Keady it-r tm111 1111etin', . \:iron ?" 
Tl 1· m':in in <>ll'rall~ lookl'rl up, , lowl) 

-1r.1ighll:nnl hi, ni-t~ lc·ngth, ,1111I , pal 
,, urnfully al till' wnu,I pil1·. 

·• I tlunnu ' I Ix-. II iram,'' lw ,.ti I 
"~h,,! Riled w !-Oll\l', Joel', beatin' 11• 

fer dog ollit n la~t ) 1·:1r. I : al'l.m·!" · 
The othl·r I anw 111,1.ml 1h1 w:11.:r,11. nnd 

lifting one rnud,Jy boot , 1,l.111~1 it rnrl'iully 

on tlw hul, ol a whn•I. 
"''J',tin't tlwt, Hiram. l,ut I ,,,an 1' man! 

\\'c r:111'1 git nothin ' 't thi, 1'111111' till' t11wn. 

The ~1·1• Ii, km1·n 1lump, our tax,, ontu 
them l.o!.!'h11ll' ' 11' road- in th1 ._,outh P,1r 

i,h, \I ith thi, 1urnpik1• fairl) in hr .1 fc\l 
loalb ,· ~r.11t•I. Tlwy ~ot a load 11' Ill\\ 

fanl!lt· I liook- int1·11 the lih'ry. an' \\hen 

.\lmir! ~oc, thar. tfw· ain't nom• m·nr in 
,\ n' now"- lw c,plo1h-cl-"tlw old •Tur

rrnl' nin ' t 1,;011<l 1•n11u~h frr \·m. an' 111,thin' 

1e1\ it tilt thn mu,t l,11,· on1• ,,' th1·m .,.xh 
fo, tori-.,. a, h

0

emic.tl rnfinl', tlwy, all it! / 

don't "ant 1111 )'art in ,,(·di lf,lL)' dnin',,:" 
"Ef ,·ou w .1111 to ,·otc frr -ce li1k111cn, 

you littler hurry up ·11· 1,ri1 ,uthin' w:irm,'' 

oh,1•f\ l'd Hiram: "it', um,icl'al,lc ,harl'.'' 
Thc,,1hcri;l,111n·d Ull'-l'{'in;;I) at tlwwood• 

pile, .ind thl'n e~p1•1 lantly d1111 n tht· ruad. 
" llnld on a minute. Hi," he ,:iii! hur

ric,11~, as he ::.tartt:11 1,m .ml the hou,;e; " I 
i.:u1·,, I'll ~u a Ion):." 

Throui:hout it,- spar,dy ~nll-d kn!.!'th. 

tht' li1tle tmrnship \la, aliH• 11i1h inicr61. 
Tlw tla_,· nf tlw y1·:1r harl I om1·. ( ha the 

s~, 

frcezini: uiuntr) ro;uls ,111L i1•nt l'd1id1•.-:, 
111le1I with :,hrt'\Hl•lllll.:d farmer,- , , rcakcd 
joyiull~ towanl th1· "(\·ntn· " .\., the ,-.n·-
1·ral road, , 11111Tr!.!'CJ U!Hlll the to,,n,hou--c. 

tht.' 1ar.11·an ~rew, and old irit:nd - :ind 

cm•111i1·,- n11<l,lnl mutual n·,·,,~nition. 
•·Thar', \,,te; Ellis," ~id onl' ,-,11111\-. 

IK·:1nli·1I rlri, 1·r •· I kar h1· 11s~1·rs 1<1 iit 
tnc ,,,mlt·n a~'in. :-ay, he's g,,t hi~ sti, k-

1•r, all l'rinh·d compl1·tc icr thut1~ -ti\\: 
ttnt,, an' won't 1,u, nobtxh nothin'." 

"· I• he 1l11n 't ,It; 1111 lieitcr ' n wh.11 h1· 

d11n1· lat Har, thel ·,. all hl', wu1h, ' ' rL'

m.1rkcd anoth1·r . 
.. l-ldlo. h1•rl•\, l ' nd1· J,1.tl, a , omin '. 

lll'ar '),out his cat i.:hin' th~- (lld ,tr;1v ho,., 
'n' drilin' him int' th,· pound? IJo,.;,linl, 

.111· J o:ili n1ulil11 '1 find nol,od~ 't 011ne1l 

him, Sn he hl·d to I'·') ftr ltur~ in· ol him 

him-;clf! Cu,.1 him ,l ,(oil.tr 'n ' a 11u:irt1:r. 
'11' niKh 1,rnk<• hi,. !wart'.' ' 

Tlw mud-,paucn:tl, ,1\·:.ill':Hlc joltt:1I p;1-t 

the " ( ommon •• and the white ml'Clin~

hou,1•, .ind l1<1n• down upon th,· hlt·ak 

,trullurc th.it ~1:rn·1l a, •· opc.ra-hou-.t· ·• 

and town ,hall. The ,.oh:mn hur,t', wer1· 

m11ornl along till' itn, ,., and in th1• ,lll'II~ 
ha, k 11 • !ht." nw1·ting hou,l·; and do\\ n the 
row, uf an, il'nt 1111 ,-ltu;;i:ie, and D1•m1K rat 
wagon,; thl'ir m\nt.'r gatlwrcd in little 

groups. n:n1·11 in~ fri,·111!,hip, and ,hrew,lly 

"ii,~g,·rm' ·• , h.inn·, for :i ·• ' proJtri.11i,1n" 
on their pct hh.:h\1 ay. 

" l-kar ~ 11u hl·t·n clrtt·nin • vour :-wamp 
11 t·d1kr 101- -" 

.. \\ a JI, n•~, I m•, l·r I ut mun 'n 111 l 11111 
.. · h,I\· ;, 

"I.J ,•ou turn un,kr till' ,1ulil,lc 'n · -,011· a 

~n-~n ; rnp 11( oat,. ' n' tht n 1,lan1 )tr 

j>l.'rtall'r•-- " 
" I tl1,m· th,·t IJ,t )•·.1r, '11' thi- )l":lr I 

, :il 'b11 to ra1-.1· ,1111.1r,tu,r11p11' u,rn--" 
" 'l'hl'· Bl·ar ll ill road b thl' all,firl'd1·,t 

wu,1 pi1, 1: I nrr -.i·1· E( 1h1· 'l'l' lid,men 
" ,,. I 1)1, nothm " 

.. t lu~ 1ttr git \ aron t' •t:111' up in town 

ml'llin n' "1'1 , ... l' H "-IOl\11 ' II 1·1111 ,111y-
1hing l'f .\aron •,. uni} ag'in it: I law, 
haw!'' 
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Tmrn Meeting Day 

"Do\\n t' the lorner,. t'utlwr Jay I 
swapped that spa,inctl roan marl' fer--" 

~lranwhile the title \\;1s :-.i.·lling t.1ward 
the doorway, and prc..:t'ntly a s tre.,m of 
rough coatnl. ham srentcd farmer-; wa, 
surging into the hall. Jn,-ide it seemed 
almo ... t rnlclcr than out-doors, though two 
immense stoves were tloing thl'ir 1,c•sl to 
l·hcer the hlrak interior. :\round these 
r oaring furnarr5 hurk~kin glo,es Wl'rc 
strippt·d olI, and !'.tiffened linger!> thru-.l 
tu,, an.I the heal; ancl while the thawing
out progressed, k.not.., uf heank<l politi
cians nodded, 1 hm.kling, ml..'r some den·r 
bit of "log-rolling." 

,\ s the room filled, the politi1 al tempcra
tun· rosl'; little hrroup!' of voters drew apart 
with lowered mice,-,; shrl'wd plots ma tu red: 
and tht· thronged. smoke-ladl'n room grew 
1cn,e with expecta.tion. 

On the stage, seatrd at tahk.s. were 
::-c,·eral men, one ,dth a big book of rcrords 
Prc:-entl) he rm,e, .:ind through the buu of 
talk l3ml' thrl'e -.harp rap,; upon the table 
A hu,h fell. and the vacant plates on .. ct
lccs were quickly filkd, though in the rear 
many still stc>O(J. Talk ceased, and atten
t ive fan•s turned tov:ard the town derk. 
;1 mca~cr liule man . who pron:eded lo 
read the warrant. 

,\ s the monotonous list of artide .. 111 he 
~,rtcd upon which nery one knew l,y 
heart dronrcl on 10 tht• encl, tlw I lcd.: 
announced: 

".\rtidc One. T o thoosc a moder ay 
tor to pn:sick at sa id meetini;::." 

T ht·n he added :-0lemnh 
•· l'repar' and for'arcl )OUr !,allots fer 

mo<lcr-ay-tor!" 
A great shuffling of feet l>egan a, ;1 line 

of farmers, each with a mysteriuu .. slip of 
paper, worked it~ way toward the stage, 
where ea1 h importantly Ut'l111,iterl his slip 
in \\ hat appt•arl.'u to he an old rnntribulion 
hox horrowcd from the ml.'elin1,:-house. As 
l.'ach voted. hi-; name was \.'.ailed I>\· lht· 
111.'rk, and r he1 ked b" thl' sclellmcn. \\'hen 
the J:,.;;t man had pa:..,cd. the contrihution
hox was overturn1:d upon tht• l;il,lc- before 
the selcdmen, who rnuntcd the .. lips of 
p;1pcr. 

Presently the derk announrcd pom• 
pously: 

" \\'hole numhl!r of rntes for moder-a} 
tor. eighty six; nel'',;ary fer t hoi<"e forty 

four: Ichabod N. Peaslee hes eighty-six. 
'n' l dnlar' him u-nanimou~lv clcr1ccl ! " 

Out in t hr audienre a stcx ky. red beard
ed man arnS(.'., and. n•movin~ his hat, ma,lc 
hi, way , J the pb!form. 

H l' took his pla, i.' :imicl a tumult of nobl', 
:ind 1kalt the table a rc,,ounding han~. 
Then he swept the room with a kisurdy 
l'.\ C 

· ·· ' lurdin' l' 1,.rornl ol' l Ustum, 't might he 
saft-r to open th"-. mcttin' with prayer," he 
said dryly. 

II was an·ordingly ,·oted. 
.. Ef there's :iny prcarher present-•• 

,uggcstctl the motlcrator. 
fhcrc was an emharras..-.ing pam,e. 
·· .\in't any brother will in' t' lead the 

mcetin' in prayer?" 
Xo n·~pon~. ..\ longer pause. 
".\fo,tcr \l o<l' raytor,'' came a ,oice, .. l 

mot ion 't IH n·1 ,1n~idcr ! "and while a slight 
titter ran around the room. the motion W'lS 

soll'mnly put antl carried 
The moderator :-lrulinizl·cl the warrant, 

frowningly. through his ;.pcct:1dl.'s. 
•· Ef there's no ohjertion we'll take up 

.\ rlide Two," he said. 
llis ponderous forefinger l'.amc to 3 slop 

at the proper para).(raph. 
"Thct ~,rtide n-ads · lo Lhoo~ all ne<"

1
-

,an 'n' usual town otlicrrs for the cnsuin' 
yc:ar. l'rrpar· 'n' for'ard your ballots fer 
fusl sec lirkman I dedar' thl' polls open!" 
Rang! 

Stolid, whiskert·rl men; kcrn, wiry men; 
awkward vouths in unaccustomed "store 
clothes"; ·silent and serious, laughing and 
"blaggarding "- the line pioddccl past the 
rnntribution-box, eal'h man holding a slip 
of µaper (hurrit.'<.11) <listrihut~d by friends o[ 
the tandi<latcs) with a grip that showed the 
1·alue attacht·d to hi,- r ight to volt.'. 

.. He,· all ,otrd that wi,.h ? Then I de
clar' the polls du,-cd ! " \\hack! 

T 1•llrrs counted the vote,, and the mod-
1.'rator announced to an in lrnt audictkl' 
that 1hr •· fusl ,ee-lidonan '' had l,cen re
d eck ,I. 

..\II forenoon a stead~ line oi rnttrs crept 
past the rnntrihution hox. Thcrr \\ere 
-<(.)me lh·ely conte~ts as the extraordinary 
list of offiters was <"ho~en-from "SC"c·-li1 k 
men" down Lhrough rnmstable,.,, fenrc
vicwcr,., field drhw:-, sur\'cyors of lumber, 
mea~urcrs of wood and l,:ark, to pound
keeper and dog officer 

Courtesy of West Newbury G.A.R. Library Digital History Collection



.-,:,. i Town Meeting Da) 

1.1,-,·\\hcrl' in th,· ,mul,.e-l:ul1·n room a 

):rt·at rumlilt• ,,f 100\-cr,ation 11r1M' irom 

, hanJ:irig ~•mup• uf \'lltt:r". \\ ho fill1•d thl· 

pau,-c, 1,y ).::tthl·rin~ at a tahk in ,m,· 1 orm:r 

111 1 on-ume , ak1:,- and l'a ndy. ,111<1 d1·acil~ 
tol11r1·d " ,-oft drink,_,·• 

.\kaO\\hik the \\onn·n of till' town wn1· 

lJ11-.y in 1h1• nH.'('ting hou-;e. Finally tlw 

mock·r.itor l"Xtrat11·d a 1,:rl'at ,-iln·r watd1, 

1 iet:r1·1l ,mxiou ly at it through hi,- ,1ed

rimm1·d :,p1·11ad1·,, and ,hut it with a 

snap 
" The I hair await, a motion to a'juurn 

k r <linm r ," lt1· ,kdarc1l hri,kh . " I he:1r 

• the l:ulics i, ' bout rt aci~ frr 11·~ OH'r t' th1: 

\'t'.!>lr~·. " 
" f mm l" w1· a'journ tdl qu:irt1-r pa,t 

uul'!" ydlcd a \'Otl'f, and till' nweting cli,

,,oh·t-d through tb1· ,loom ay lik1· a , prin~ 

freshet when th,· in· ~oc, out. 

cro,, 1ht· C 'ommon 1lw ,tn·am "'''Pl, 

and bore clO\, n upon lung talile, loaded 

"'ith IH,ih:d ham. bahd li1•ans , applt•. 

:nince. and many ,torirll Wa,hington pie-., 

anti !'>ll ,1min!-: pitcha, oi I otkt.'. ::--onwwhat 

later. 1 ontentrclly JtUt1ing "1.(cnl'ral ,tore" 

, ir,1r,1 furni,htd Ii~ tlw ~u, H "iul urndi 

1bt1·,- of thl' mornin)!. t lw pn11 e,.,ion :-tra~

;;lctl iunh to )!o,,ip in till' horsc-,hl'd:. or 

l lll' cntr,m1 l ' to lht to\\ n hoth<". in thl· plar id 

, umfon that only a ;.:ood diun~r and a 

, i~ar ,:in i,:iw. 
Finally pipt•, \\l'rl' l'mptit·d, 1 igar l,utt" 

Oun~ away, :ind thl' throni; poun·d into 

thl• hall, full of ll'SI for till" ,1ru1,t)!k,, 

11f the :tftt·rrHHill, (;:,llt•ri!'-. lillt·d with 

lin·ly 51 hool-girl, .ind th1·ir ,-cri11u,.f.11·ed 

mother-., l'<]Ulllly ku·n for tht• n,mliat 
l,d11,1 . 

. \ t 111w-tiftt·1·n, thl• mrnlt-r.ttor ,mot,• th1· 

1abll' 
" \\'h.11 is th,· pl1°,hun 11f 1h1° meet in' ?' ' 

•• :\Jou \\ l' tukl· up \ rt1 11· fiH·!" 

":-tkin«I tht motion.• 
"'I ho~• - in - i.1\·nr-'.ly • \ yt· ·- oppo,.._.J. 

' .;\o'-it':,-:i n,tl'•' n'-1-,u ,It l;ir'-it!' ' 

Tlit·n • wa,.. a ru,,tl1· of pa)!c, as 1·n:ry man 

turut·d tn tht· town fl'lKHh in hi, printed 

)':trnphlt•t. 
\ dult-nt li1tlt· m.m prnipitatul him,-elf 

into tht· ui,11·, a rnl w.1n·cl nn an·u~ing finger 

,II tilt' f1r-1 rq,ort. l'nn·:s "" u11g tciward 

him, :incl a ~ni, la·r ui a11til'i1 ,at ion ran 

aro,md thl· room. 
" I'd li l,.c t•H'll•<jUin·, :\Ir \(o,kr-,,y•tor," 

ht· ,1orn11 d . " d 1hi, tn11 n 1-. :1•1ol11't tin' 

tramp,-! Thi,, l1tH1k :..1y, Wt"'\·c took t·art• o' 

nine hun1krd 'n' forl) • thn•t• the p.1sl )'l'ar, 

'n' I figl{t:r tht:t ain't nich all ! T he on·r 

:-t·cr o' tht· poor ' s fl'tl \·m on ~It fi,,h 'n • a 

mc.ss o' l>ake<l !,t•ans "atunl'y night--, an· 

d1arg1•-. the town l cnt)' three l l'flb frr 

l"at:h on 'l·m ! \\·hy, \lr . .\loda-c1y-lor, 

·1 tht•t profit, ht: kin bu) a nianna ier hi, 

ilurne<I tramp hotel!·• 

Applau-.c ,\H'pl lht· mom 11 hilt· tht· mod

t•ralor pound1•d for or,kr. 

Into tlw 1,mfu~ion a tall \'ankcl' in a 

had.: ,-cal aro,e. 
·· \lbtt·r ~ fml•er-ay tor!" he drawk•d . 

" l 11a nt 11•w ,-how lht·m tramp, dew ho,;. 

l'itality'. \\'hen he ain't to hum, the over
sea 'lows tr:1mp-. tew git g:rul, l' the gin'ral 

:-torl' \'ow, / motion 't tht· town build 

ho,, ,heel, !,cl1ind the tramp hou-.c, 

Bum-liy some tramp rni~ht come along 

with a ho,,.. 'n' wagin ! " 
• .\ roar of laughtt."r, picrtt.'d with , ries oi 

" <,>u1·,ti11n . ' ' followed. \\ h1·n tht· turmoil 

k·,-"·11e1!, thl' report was arn•pll'd. 

\fta thi!S Jlurn all 1H·nt w1•1l until one nf 

tlw ,l·lntmen u~1~uar1lt-clly rose to advo

cate that the lO" n , onstablt•,. patrol be:lts. 

J k untll.'r:-tood .. thl'\' dune it owr t • Walnut 

J Ull(' tion. 'n' hl" thought 'l would he a good 
idn' 

. \ 1 hill :-ilcn, ,. gn·l'lt•«I h i, l'ffort ... , un 

Iii H iram, <ll'lihaatdy, without a smile:, 

ro~ to n1ire the ,entimenh of the ma

jority. 
".\l ister \[o<l'rJytor,'' he l,c~an, " I mo

tion we 'propriatt• a hundcrd «loll.1r, to bur 
two ho.:,e~ J f the ,;c.·c-li1 J..:men rnl'latel 

1· haw Vhl·cl Runnclb 'n' J oli PaN>DS I 
trul the hull ten~• h of thi,; tnwn, anyl 

thet',; ':, larnal slow •.., 1111.-y he has s:,r · 
got lo l1t· mounll'd!" 

lit- suh ... i<kd amici laughta. 

tlit:nitit'fl ,dertman. The :-uhjcct drop 

F rom thl· report~. thl· ml."et in~ turned 

till' appropriation, for thl· lllmini,: 

. \ iter rnting a grnl'rlll sum for tht• 

way~, the fun l1t•gan. 
T he Jg-i:ril'n!<I • b ron 01H.·nt·cl the hall. 
.. \ li,ll'r \lotlt-r tl\'• tor," he began, ' 

like to a~i.. fer ,L hu~tkrd doll.t r!> to tis' 
the :-011.1mp Holla ; ... ,d. ju,t hclow 
,.,·houl huu ~,·. II', th,• \\11'1 piet·c o' 

in 1r.e hull 11,unt,·. It ':,; full o' rock,, 

mu,l up 1· tht• u,·1,.,., 'n' t'othl"r ~af I, 
t,,., hog~ mired in t ill' mucl 1ry1n t 
~u ru:,, ' t ~ ' ' 
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. ~ 

Thi' mockr.1tor n·1 ognizl'd ), Ir. II i)!_t:in~. 
and th<' 1i1•ry l ride of tramps jumped into 
lhl· fr:t\". 

·• J 'ni a;!'in an:,- ~pt.•1 i:d 'prc,priation f1·r 
thl'l ho.d1nl1.•'." hl' kllmH·1I. ··Thet .,lou)!h 
lw, ,ost thr \'lll1•r._ o' thi, h•wn four do) 
1:ir, 'n' n inl' u:nl:s a font - I nJl'asure<l it 
11ut. nl\':-(•11'. Tlwt':. \I here our iaxc::-. )!m·~! 
The ,t1p'rinkndcnt o' thct 1k:,1ri1' don't 
know nothin' 'bout rnad lmildin'. He· 
don't do nothin' but dump •~l r<ll'ks 'n' 
t'it·n rake 'cm off a;(in lie- ·• 

" \Ir. '.\focl'raytur'." int,•rn pl1·1l a bi!.!; 
rl'c( lalecl \"ot1·r, thl' h i.~hll'ay 'llJl\.'rintu1d
,·nl. " I ri'-l· to ~ p'int ui I nkr '. Tht. 
.~l•ntleman , o u ldn' I t1·ll a good rn:id, d he 
,-cc om-. frurn a c·or ju W)' n ad throu;.!h 
hdl " 

B:m1,:'. •·( ;l'ntlcman':; out of onlt·r!" 
,hnuttd the mrnkr.ilor. 

·• I'm in good cnou)!h urdcr to lkk- ·• 
and, hccrinl{ <lroll'm,d thl' rc,t. Tlw IJallle 
1, a, on. . \ iat lill lc man, with a propitia
tnrv air, ,ct.ured tht· floor. 

.: :\Ir. \lod'ra\'tor," hr drdul'CI. "tlwt 
road is allcr~ b;d. l,ut it's g1·1.'allr wus.,. 

\ 'u t. X l.\"I II. 56 

\\"c all u,e tlw r11:icb. 'n' our time i-; 
1·al'alilc. I :.i in 't like ,,onw tht.·t 'II I oll' 
a thin~ dmrn \:lll"e ,;onwl,ody\ gnin' t' 
m:ik1· a dollar oul of it. 1·.n-n· one ·1 li,·c,, 
on lhet road i, (:oClll l..i.\pa):l'rs, ·n · llwy 
all go to mcctin' rq(lar hut ,me. 'n' he 
told nn. Ill' would ef the tmrn 'd lix up 
lhl' road~" (T here wa, a l,n•t·z<' of laugh
ter. ) "r g111•s,, \fi,ll'r Chairman. thl't wt· 
kin build road, 's good '.; Eyc-tali,ms from 
ltalv!" 

,:1 mmc a amendment," wlll·d '.\fr JJi~
~n,. ··thct \\"l' rai,1· tiity doi°lar,. •~1t.11I of .a 
hurnknW' 

"\'olc it 1lo\\'n!" "huuted ,\ ,mm', 
frit.:n<k 

The am,·ndnll'nt w:i, h,,L hy a 1·ulky oi 
.. '\"ell's'. •. 

"\\":i 'al. ( icr.th•nwn," thl' mo<lcrat11r 11l,
~1.·n1·rl, with a r \'nil·al grin. " ~·1>11'n• \·01,•1 I 
110/ 10 rnise tiftr° dollar". < >n.ly thing ~011 

kin do now, 's 1 sec, is to l'l>lc furt\·-ninc 
rlnllar~ 'n' ninct\ ninl' rcn t-.:" · 

I ( \\'a" a prctt! trkk. Oa .\ aron'.- ,idc 
jall's droppcJ and :1111:17.cd \"Oter,- ,tan:i I 
at cad1 otlwr. l t was trul', Could noth-

557 
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ing I,<.· <lonl'? \ l,.1hcl of ar~um,•nt and 
wr.1th l>rok,• f.,nf n the micl,t 11i whilh 
so,m l>0ely mon·cl it he .. incldinitdy J>1~t
poncd," and thl.' umnl l\1rricd il with a 
,,hoop. 

,\mid a ,hout of lau;.:ht,·r . . \ .iron !-:tl 
down. 'l'hl.'re wen· no mnre -.p1.·1 i.d ap
propriati111b for hi~hwny, . Th1.· other 
appmpriati(•n 1H nt through "ith ,b,ul
tory i1)!htin)I. "omd,ocly 11 :mkd : n itt'tn· 

it.l·tl auount ui npl'IN:, under .. \I i-. 
ctllancous." and the :.-de, 11111:n :< ·,1 m·xt 

55'i 

~Tar lh,·y 1111ulcl I.ring it " in a whcd-
1,arrl·r." 

l'h,• rnrnkratnr r1.•ad tlw next .\ rtidc: 
···10 ,1.·1• l'i thl· town will rntc to 'propri

ah tht• ,In~ ta\ to the public lit,'ry." 
~omcl~,dy m11\'l'1l that it he appropriated 

;;ame a~ la,t \'c.1r. 
"Tlttn· mi~ln ht• "nmc objection to put

tin · thl't motion," the l hairman S3id dryly. 
·• It ain't ~•,·n'al ,. i 1111,1n, hut the dog officer 
l,1s1 ,·t·ar ,tolt th, ta,;, 'n' tlwn went on a 
drunk ·n• 1,luwtcl it all in:" 
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• I "d l. C I I' arc \Ir \I 

< ;clod thing. It'\\. hall" d,rn g'> wu,:, 11 

pi1.:l·n-,1ouldn"1 lil• l,i1 I,~ "Ill' frr l\\l'llt) 

1i1L• dollar-., 'n'-" 

·• I h· 1111n. I l nl'l,llt', ou'rL 0111 oi ort!L·r!" 

rq,roH·,I tlw m<1dt-r,11,;r, 

•' \\ '·ii. I 111otiun lh1· cl.1wg 11Jl1t l r <'II 

forc1 1hL la11·!" tht· dt~tton ']llllltnd. 

.. \ I i •h1 ·s 11l'II \'Ole kr Lht• a,,L'.-1,r, to 

; "C' 1.1(' IU\l'-.! ,, I l'lli·d '<Jllll' lllll'. 

"1/iglrt 1·11u· \\U~,•n 1/111:·• 1:inw an an

,wa, amid gn-.1t lau!!hlt·r ,ind s1:11npin!!. 

Then the motion 11a,- ~1l1•mnl}· put ,mcl 

larri<'d. 
'I he moclc•rator drew ,l largt· n•cl h,tnd 

ken hid frun1 hi, 1xx kt L. \I ipc·d thl' prr 

~piration from hb ,-hin) lw.id, and drew 

cl I"" 

a ln11i.: hn.·,1th. Th 

hc re :id lhc· 111.'.\t \~ 

ti, 11•: • r 

""To "CC cf the 1011 

\I ill \ ~•le to :i ho)j h 
d1·1 ,tn, k !>< hoof,, a II d 

huilrl a largl' S< hooJ 

m·.ar tht• • cntn• uf lht 

t,l\1 II, '' 

It 11 a~ .in old and 

J.i11trl> foui.:ht ,1 uc • 
tinn. .\ youn.i.: farmtr 

It d off for < t·ntraliza. 

I ion. II l' ,h,m l'd th'-' 

adl',lllla~l'~ in l ' l'On 

11,n) oi l'ffort. lie I l er 

w:id1c r,. and rt'ducecJ 

L'Sp<·n,1·,. 111• ridi 

" llk-d 1lw •1uarn•I,. un. 

dn thl' < 1i,1ri, t :;{ hool 

'} ,1t m, :1 ncl rndt·d b1 

~1i-ini.: that "if h1· t t:. 
Ii~-, e d in :i JIL r,onal 

clt\il :h hi, fathl' r 

die! hl· would --a,· that 

/,, lfl',I I C'd di~tri11 

Slh1111J...." 

Thl' ol,kr nwn h:i<l 

hu·n 1,:ro\\ ing ,ingry 

uncl,·r the ,.,. ,llhin)! al 

1,1, l... u nd no11 :in ol J 
• \ II ,, r (" II r ,I C k ... IJ n 

1 lt·mm rat, ,~·ith a 11 hitl' 

I ,,•arc I and .rn l'agl,· l' c. 

ro,l' to ref'ly. • 

·· \J i,t,·r :\ I 11d,·r <1 • 

lor, "Ir., tw -..1id. •· 1 f 

our fathc r, li'lt•< ,,,,1 h 
:i personal rlc1·il

1 
,,,111 • 

11
1 thc·ir s.,n, ha, l1et' 1 

,1(1i11' up te11 ii c-1·c-r sen, l':" (.\ tittH 

ran aruund the• room.) ·• t ·w ht•cn·d n: 

ynur.g iri,·nd', remark,- 1, irh 1•l1•,1,1m. 

"1111·} ,,oundul kind u· nat'r,d, 'c,111-.c he•-. 

1,n·n .1 .adn' oi ·cm on-r l1 'n• n:ir. \\ c• 

.iin '1 nc•t·,·ll'd 1t·11 u,c ' t m ..... ; lie',, h,·d a 

~oml l ha n, 1· tt•11 I ,rad i-l". . \ f•llr gr.ind 

latlwr, dom• ,.,.,nw putt: go,wl thin,,,, ·n· 

I , I ';itt• th,, 'n· ~<HHI ,·n1111gh f, r mt·'."' 

1 \ 1 •1 l,1thL·. ) · · · fl l' ,.1 I I f•·"•·r- i, 

'lrigt.,'ln' tlw whtl•I, , L 

.wur ch-1•,trit-k "'111101-. 

, .11tlc in.' "rriptur 

· tlw prud1·n1 man fo 

hid1·th him,l'lf,' ,o l 

right, 'n' not throw ', 
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•fhl' ""hool• is licttN 
·n· thc~ w~•~ tw1·t,· 
•cur-. n,I!"· n \\l' ;m :un \•n1 h1·~ll·r 'n ,111_Y 

1
1urn I u1nn11t1,·1·. I.,· : 
~cl'P thl· p1m cr. "ha1 
it 1,'\oll\!'- tn th,• 
1i an1h o' thl· pi:opk! 
!-le t:1ll,. '\><1111 q u :tr 
rt h ,,a',11 ..... 111w ha, 
fantih 1uarn·I, ti m• • 
he ,, ant ll'" .,holi,h 
iamilil•-.:" (.\, 11i11• 
" \"t"'• ii there', , n) 
thin~• h1•1t1 r!") "\\ a'.1I, 
/ 1 Ion 't • ,ti · I at 1· tt'\\ 
thro\\ 1111 ,,if1· int' thl 
strl'l'l, ·it I ~ 11 ,;it a 
l.ll·lllr on< '\ ,, \li,t,·r 
)loMr n 111, I 1\011·1 
I ll 1·1 11~1n1· in .il,oli,h 
in' i.1milit•. I/OT Ch-l'l> 
tri k "'- h,J(,\•. n,,r Ill\' 
ol-t Ills tit ll t i fl II thct.,., 
pr on•<I a hl1•,,in' I 
hope 1h1· t11\\1l 'II , oil' 
ll"•' k1•1•1• 1hc school, wh1 n· :wur i.:ran,liath 
l"f• 'n' ;11,ur grc't c:r,1n,l• 
i.11hu-,.-.:111 thl'irl ,min', 
'n' ii "' dc-w, l'd ,,,,· 

,me '.; "inwon 1l1111 ;,: 
'L11nl, n11" ktll •l thou 
th: scnant ,It-part in 
pc 111•.a,ll•r«lin' It''' tll\ ,, 11rd: "' .,n,I th,· .,111 i, I 
l111·. ,.,nk into hi, •l al 

• \ ,111rm of .1ppl:u1,1 
.,111I :,tainpinc: to\111,11•1I. 
"hik th, 111t11ll•r.11<1r 
J1t1u11,lt<I in ,.iin for onkr. I ht· }«>Ull~1 r m:in'~d11rr.1ri,:unhnl \\:IShh\ le -.ly,hat t1 n:tl n;.:ain,t tlw popul.1r .,ppcal oi t ht olcl man \\ hill- the l.1111·r s.·11, hrc:nhinc: fa,-t :tn<I ,, i1 ing the ptr,-pir:iti11n from his forl·-1 ,I. the vote 11a, rnkrn, .1111I a 111111uh of ~ '" prodainwd hi, dLtor~. \\ ith ~ rml till' old idlo,, rdaxcd inll• hi, :,{.,t I le had ,pohn h>r hi- gcnl'rati,m. ·1 h 11c-1 ,liul lh:mge., mu•t come "ith hi,- ,;on" 
,11111 '.(r,1111\.<cins :\tan, ,1f the \rti, ll'S r Ill 11fi ,month I~. an1\ the 1,u,inc,, \\," dr.,,, i11g lo a 
dose. 

I he :1ill·rn11on \\a, ~l'l'lll, .1111I tlw 1';1k \l:in h "unli~hl kll in ll·H:I ra~, throu~h 

th1· hi~h w1 ,11·rn \\ indm, "· In .111 u.:ig ~lr:itcd ,-til\nc-- thP tire,! m,i<kr.11<,r r.-.1<1 .\rti, le '[ \H•nt,· t\\11, 
" l'o --<:C ,f ihl· town 11ill ,,11 • to .. -n the ol,I han,l 1in-l•n:inc·Torrcnt' an I pur h 1,1· a Ill w, lwmi .1\ 1:njinc." n .. th ,i,h-., dr ,,, .1 I ng urea th I for th~ 

b.lltlr 
.. .'.\ l i,tc r \ l,>1kratur'" It ,,a, tht· l,u.!ICt,ill tu• h.,ri,: \11 akrt ,oun\! farmer ,•,a, on hi, feet. · "Thi~ t,1\\ n h,•., been a h.11 k-numl>t'.r l,Hlj.( t11ough: I hN•r,l .'.\ki-1.• Runnel\,. du\\ 11 t • th1• ,t11ri• t 'nth er ni.dll lioa.,ti!I' \\ 1· ,licln't hl'\' no 111\\ll dd1I, ·n· (;,,. .. h l:no\\' 1n· ain't )!Ill r.othin' d , e, ndtlwr '. Thl'Y 
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:un t no one n thi, tO\\n 11!11 t"nough t' 
n·l'"ln t \\ lll'n the oh! ·Torn•nt' got lo :1 
tire 'n time t' du any ~nod'. Tlll't lin:I) 
turtle of ourn ain't no hl·tll'r 'n ;1 fun<'ral 
pr,...,--e-•inn. l.;1•1 fire Wt' hrd, she 'mo t 
1:ot thar', hut tlll't didn't hdp non<', ·,·auSA· 
them sturdr wt.•rans he,! hed a bin\\'• 
out night !;don· 'n' they ,,:,, --<) plumli 
win1h:d h ulin the cnjinr. thc:y rouldn't 
pump ;i stn·am trong enough to lnH tlw 
\1 in1kr~. ·n· ,- ,nwl,o<h hcd lo <111 it with an a,e:·• • 

The at11,<1 ,-hotttl•d •,, ith glee, and \:iron 
look \II' tlw, halkng1•. 

" l dunno wh:-ir· thi,- l'\tr,1,·,1~anre i, 
:.l J.:oin' to stop'." lw 1'1°).!:.lll ~uh-mnly. 
"Thct so,h--manuiactor\' 'ii ro l mor,· 'n 
tin· huncltrd dullar:., .-n. wr got I' l,uy 
ho,,c~ a-top o' thet! Tlll't', ll•!!nin' tu 
incn·asc mr tax,•~ more 'n .-,ht\' ,tnh, 'n' 
l ain't h,.;I ,ixty rmts ·11 my· pocket frr 
t1,u wn·k,'.'' 

" llid1• Jcr pant, 'n the worxl,hcd, 'n' yrr 
11 lie won't find \•m ! ·• n·lll·d a ,·ui1 c. 

,·owling nt thl' inll'rruplion, he nm• 
tinuc:.t 

"/ sa,·, .\li,ter '.\ l0<kr 111· tor. it's ~·lier 
t' 1,urn :in old outh in' l,;1ri'1 -.,mw';1rs ,m,c 
'n .l dog\ ;lf(l', 'n ;ti,; to run thl' town int' 
the poorhou--<''. 1:s frr outlyin' dcc•trid,,, 

• I nr,er ~·t• a rnrnticl,I yit 't tlidn ·1 he,· out• 
~iilt ro,,·,'." 

T h,· old man !ini,hed, :m<l •.It 1l1)wn, 
l>1.·II 1~ercn th·. 

,\ ,ounc; 
0

\'0ll'r .ta,lwd into tht• hrea, h. •· i ,'po~ tht'n•',. somr in thi, town. 2\Ir. 
Chairman." ht· s:1id. "tlwt would oppo,c 
t.1kin' a i,:old dollar, d rnu nffen·d it to 't•m 
fer •t'll'lll\"•ti,·e t l·nt,:' I'd likl' t' kmm 
\\ hat the· gentleman has got :i,1(in thl· 
farmer~ o' thi, town, ·1 he ",11\ts their 
huilrlin 's to hum down! I ,·al'l,lll' tht· 
gcnth.·man must l,c one n' the sun h·or, 
o· them cnjinc-hou:-.t· :-uppt•r;;. Thct', a 
turrihlc 1l:L11g:l'rous lif,·. J knnwcd a fin·• 
man once in 3\\ fu) cl,in:.:..:r-hl' almu~t 
got \\'l'l ! " . 

"Uuhidc or in,i<h·?" ycllc,I :1 ,ymp.1-
thizer. 

•· Out,i1.k, o· u,urs1-hl• w:1, \\c:I throu.~h 
insi,le long ago! Them tir,·mcn 'd git full 
g,1in' un<lt>r :, , .. ,ir .1ppl1.· tre,· Hut thct 
ain't thl· wu,t. :\Iv ,h,·,1 l.1.·ti heel :din• om· 
da,·, 'n' I hollen·d ·,. one o· tlw 1irl' depart• 
nwnt 't n·a, pirkin' pear, 'n the next Int t' 
come 01cr an' help put 'cr out, •n· ,,II he 

don,· \\,1, ,· )l'll had:, ·Ttw,J.1mn thing ain't 
\\'lllh it!''' 

"Tlw :,::entl,m:in i- a li.1r!" -h1111h'd a 
rt·d-fan•d tin•rnan. 

The :iutli,·mc ni-l' to it-- icct nnd vell,·d! 
In the riot that f111lm,·c·,I. lhl' m,"irrntor 
,\'!IS c·qual to till' lX c a,ion. I le dropp,:d 
Iii, u~dl·s., !{;I\ ,·I. ,,,izcd a L li,dr, und poi,-ed 
it l,c•,·c thl· tumult. 

"'-ct down'.·• he thundcn•cl nl the 
< row l •·Thl' l.,~t m,m '-tandin' up gits 
thi,'. .. 

I Ycryl,od~ drnpped int,, ,,·at, 
\\'hl'll qui,·t wa, partly n·,1orl••l. lliram 

~; incJ the lloor. 
"Thl·' ain't brPn no great o' lin•, 'n thi..; 

tu·.,n. ·, I kin n•, 'len." hi: ,aid. " I own 
a lUllsid'abll' property. an' I dunno ·,., I'd 
frd any !.:lier with a 1.hl·micnl l'njinc 1lun l 
do now" 

"\01I in' like i;ood in~urance:•• put in a n,i,r. 
Hiram 1,.rrinm--d. 
"Tlw old ·Torn·nt · ain't lx-rn out fer 

ni:.(!· onto ,.,j, month,-,'' h<' \\'1•nt on, "an' • 
la,-1 lin· \IC b,·,I. Elu>n Davis'~ h:im hurnt 
dr:.in t' the ~round, 'count n' thl·n' bcin' a 
-.cf tin' hen on tlw l'lljine, 'n' nobody didn't 
\\';lilt to <ii,turb h1-r '. .. 

"'l'hl' old tuh mi:.:ht jc:-l ':- \\'I'll stay t' 
home .• , nyw..1,," :,linutt·tl till' tir,t :-pc·akcr. 
'• l'p to \ndy P.i):.on', they ~ot the ho.,;e 
in illl' well. •~idl· o' the hou..c. 'n' the wind 
shiit,·<l, 'n' till')' rnmc mi~hty nigh losin' 
till' ~..t-durnccl cnjinl·'. Don't nn·i r in
:,uran,c on huilclin \-plan• to put thct is 
on the l'lljinr! .. 

·• J)tJ lu,e the om· on·r t' c ;rl'en \'aU,·,·'." 
int,·rruptl"<l a :-hrill w,i , " I n_iim: h,iusc 
kl'll hcd a tire one nil{h t. 'u • hurnt·d thl' ol' 
h:111<!-tuh up lOmpll'lc!'' 

·•1,.1u,·,1ion: quc,tion!" yl'llcd th,• lrowd. 
".\JI in iaYor o' ~dlin' till' oltl cnjine 

'n' liuym' a chcmil.11-" 1,,•gan the n11xl
t•rator. 

"E\c:rybudy up!·• :-houtc,I the younger 
ffil'n 

"-,;i·, ·An•!'., ht' Jini,h1.~I. 
. \ miiht\· 

0

lhumh•r of ".he:." shook the 
roof. • • 

•· Op111,,c,I • \'1J!'" 
Therl ,,a, a il'l·l,le , horu, of ' :\t> ~." 

anrl the Mru!,(glt' of till' tlay w.1, on·r 
The \\c-:lr) audienn• lx:gan to ,;tragglc 

out. pau .n~ to 1111<I or n, hangc a word 
with a fricnt1-1r late l'ncmy. The ap-
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T m\ n ;\ketin~ I )ay 

arent hilkrm·,, mdted aw,1y 1,ciorc the 
~jl,cs oi lht· m,,1kratnr. as Ill' a\11·t io111:d off 
l<l the [1>7."t' !/ hitlclt-r the doubtful J>rh·ill'!.(l' 
of collecting the la \l''-. T lH·n he pau,ccl 
and ~urn:yi·d 1lw mcC'\ing. 

•• Is tlll'rl' any other l,11-.'nl·,, to n>1111 lu:• 
fore thi~ mt·1·tin':'" he inquired. ··Tlwn 
a motion lo a'journ ·,., in onla. h ':. ,.!iltin' 
)ate, '11 • dmn·, hl·-. ~ot tn l,1• clone." 

" I motiun wt.· a'journ'." ._hout(:d the 
crowd .• ind till' mcetin.!.( di-..;nln-.1. 

Out,id1·, the lotl~ ,hadow of the nwetin;;
hou'-e -<pirC' fell ,uro--, the lillk Common. 
The rhill of twilight J>t'netratecl hi:a,y 
o,·errnat-.. .\amn turnrd up hi, tollar and 
arranged till' mufllcr ahout hi, m·rk, 11hik 

11 iram unhitdu-, I the patil·nt hor,;c and 
i:liml,cd ,;titlly in to the wa~on. ..\aron 
mount1·d lic,idc him, and pull1·.I up the 
h\:,LI, buffalo nihl·. 

:,.,-;> \\'Orel w.1~ ._pok1·n as they joltcd off 
1wer tht• irozt.·n rut,. pa-.t the black patch of 
hemltx·i,;,, and turned into the road for 
home. 

Pn·.,rntl~ Hiram tlitkl'l.1 hi,- ,h:1ggy hor,:.c 
,manly "ith the whip. ancl rhurkli:d to 
him,rlf. 

··(,it .1p alonl,!!" he ,-aid. 
•· \\ a'al." saiJ .\ arnn. :rn,waing the 

ntla·r'-. un,poken thought, "I dunno. 
T hcv don't he,· no ~l't h town mc-ctin',
now;la,·~ ':- tht.·\· u ~l to he,·. llir,un . when 
ynu · n .- me wuz ·1m!·" ! · · 
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.\mi.I dll'cr:- and ,\,imping the motion w:i, withdrawn, and 3 prot"·r one. uffl'fl'cl. ::-martin~ unckr hi-. pn:\'i1>lb tldcat, .\ar,,n an,-c. "Ef tlll't \ib'rv 1\on 't clo othl·r:- no morl' good 'nit cinch ~,c," he ob,l·r,c1l. "it a in't ""'h a 1:1x on killl·n,, kt alom• <lug,. l ain ·, 1c1ok a book out to read in ten \'Car,, 'n' ,, lwn T .to. onl' l want ain"t m·v·a in: J 11 .. , I ioli1tk 1 , tell in' me lw :ir,t fer a 100' on, !. , ' the libr:iri.in ,-::1icl 't '1 i.1 , 1 nen: frr me 'n' kl·cp 

,hup a ,-pell.'<, :-hr 10 Jona,, 'while• 1 ~o o,··r 1· the· :-lore 'n' hrit me :1 ,lrc,s plt• tl'rn.' Jon:i, ,lone -...,. 'n' while he wUl w:iitin' he luok~ ·rouncl, 'n' dumL-<l d he: ililn't f1ml the-I ,,ame i,kntical book ut\ 
a :-hdi'.'' 

"~l bll'r ).[cxl"r,1y1or.'' ra:-pc<l a ~,her. thin-lippc,1 imli,idual, in a :-hiny hlark frm k-rnat. ·· What·, thi;; l hl·:ir 'bout the d:1,,~ offtt l ' r c har~in' thl town four ,lollar, \\W r ollc, I the tax? Ei he c:rn't git tho: money, law J>t:r,·idc:. he kin kill the ,bwg. 
S5!) 
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Town Meetine Time 

The Picture bY the artist Sidney H. Chase is said to be of a 

west Newbury town meetine in the very early 19OOs. 

In the foreeround a man stands as he exercises his Privileee to 

address the assembly on a subJect he obviously feels stronelY about . He 

has the attention of the men seated about him, one who has turned to face 

him with an amused exPression . On the staee in the back&round stands a 

man beside a table, Presum ab;y a selectman or Possibly the moderator . 

Cal le d Town Meetin~ Time , the Pi cture characterizes the democratic 

Process that continues in West Newbury today of townsPeoPle meet ine to 

decide the cou r se of town affairs for the next Year. 

Althoueh times chanee, toPics for town meetine action, and livelY 

disc ussion, remain simi lar, the roads , t he schools , the librarY . PerhaPs 

the mos t important decision made in Town Hal I that wou ld affect the town 

for Years to come was the vote in 1884 to Purchase a steam fire eneine . 

In February that Year, the Ruddock Shoe ComPanY burned . The town 

had no fire fiehtine e q uipment other than buckets, so bY the time the 

handtub came over from Rocks Vil laee and he IP came down from Haverhil I , 

the buildine was a total loss . This Pr ovided the impetus for t he beeinnine 

of a town fire dePartment with the vote a t the annual town meetine to 

Purchase a steam eneine. 

Another momentous decis i on made in Town Hal I was to build Central 

School in 1910 . Until that time ther e were nine district school5 . With 

the constant exPense for keePine the buildines in rePair, the decision 
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was finally made to build Central School <now the Town Office Buildinel 

and brine al I the students to~ether at one lo cation . This did consolidate 

a I I excePt the No . 9 schoo I on TurkeY Hi 11 Road which rema1'n<!d open unti I 

the 193Os . 

In more re cent times, the Purchase of the former Cardinal Cushine 

Academy Property in 1972 had the unanimous backinE! of th e more than 300 

voters who attended the special town meetine on March 18. The trustees of 

the academy were in the Process of marketine it when a west Newbury 

resident heard it was for sale and the action beean for the town to 

acquire the ProPertY . 

The mil lion dollar bond iss.ue for the Purchase of the 3 43 acre 

ProPertY was the l areest in the historY of the town at that time . Of 

that amount, $750,000 was the Purchase Price, the remainine $250,000 for 

expenses and re novations . 

The characteristics of Chase's Picture remain t he same todaY as 

in earlier times, free discussion with its eive and take, but the one 

difference in todaY's meetines is the Presence of women who Play an 

imPortant Pa rt in town affairs. 

A noted artist in oils and water color in his later life, Chase 

bee an his career as an ii lustrator and author for maeazines and commercial 

Periodicals . His Town MeetinE! Picture aPPeared with an article he wrote 

in a 1910 issue of Scribner's maeazine. 

A native of Haverhil I, he eraduated from hieh school there and 

Harvard Colleee, then attended PaPe's Art School in Boston for two Ye ars . 

After several Years as ii lustrator and writer, he studied with Howard 
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PYie in Wi lm i neton, Delaware , and for brie f Periods wit h Woodbury and 

Tarbel I . He was a ereat admirer of Winslow Homer . 

From about 1916 he devoted his talents to Paintine and water colors 

with much of his work beine scenes alone the Maine coast . He is said to 

have in troduced N. C. WYeth to Maine. 

Chase maintained a studio in Hav erhil I , but sPent Part of the 

summer in Maine near Penobscot BaY. 

His work wa s exhibited throuehout Massachusetts and at the National 

Academy Galleries in N~w York. In 1938 he was listed in Wh o ts Who in 

American Art . In 1916 he was elected to life membership as a trustee of 

the Haverhil I Public Libra ry , a Position he held until his death in 1957 . 

Now an art auction is Planned for Nov . 18 to ear·n money for 

refurbishi ne t he Town Hal I ceil ine which has Paint haneine from it in 

shreds . Ross Galleries of New York Provides an array of art work a nd the 

Prof~ssional auctioneer . Werk of local ar tists Beverly Mi tchei !, Bruce 

Taylor , R. Scott Jackson and Elizabeth Szymanski wil I be included in the 

auction. 

The Pr eview of the art work wil I be from 7 to 8 P. m. in Town Hal I. 

The auction starts at 8 P. m. The number of Persons in attendan ce from 8 to 

9 : 30 P. m. determines the Pe rcentaee of art sales for the refurbishine fund. 

Tickets are S1O an individual, S15 Per couPle , available at t he library and 

from MarJor ie Peterson at the Town Office Buildine . 

The West Newbury Histocical Society is sPonsorine the auction. AnYone 

who whould like to he IP should cal I Denise DEnnis at 363-8826 , Auction 

Committee chairman . 

 Courtesy of West Newbury G.A.R. Library Digital History Collection




