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Town/City:   West Newbury 

Place: 
  

Address:  24 Way to the River 

Historic Name: William and David Cheney House 
 
 Uses: Present:  Single Family Residence 

Original:  Single Family Residence  

Date of Construction:  ca. 1831 

Source:  Deed 

Style/Form:   Federal 

Architect/Builder: Not determined 

Exterior Material: 
Foundation:  Fieldstone 

Wall/Trim: Wood clapboards and trim 

Roof:  Asphalt shingles  

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures:  Attached garage 
(late 20th c), modern garden shed (late 20th – early 21st c) 
 
Major Alterations (with dates):  Rear ells, additions, 
garage; Changed fenestration on façade, replacement 
window sash, exterior chimney (late 20th – early 21st c) 
 
 
Condition:  Good-Fair 

Moved:  no   yes      Date:  

Acreage: 0.73 acres  

Setting:  Lightly settled, semi-rural neighborhood of 
heterogeneous residential development, mostly 20th century, 
large in scale, and set on large wooded lots.   Way to the 
River connects Main Street (Route 113) with River Road, 
which follows the Merrimack River. 
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 Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.   
 If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 
 

 
Use as much space as necessary to complete the following entries, allowing text to flow onto additional continuation sheets. 
 
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:     
Describe architectural features.  Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the community.  
 
24 Way to the River stands on the west side of the street, on the northern end of its L-shaped parcel, with a modest front 
setback.  Way to the River slopes down from south to north in front of the property.  A paved driveway is located to the left 
(south) of the house, and a low dry-laid fieldstone retaining wall defines the property line north of the driveway.  A stockade 
fence with lattice top extends from the northeast corner of the house and encloses dense shrubbery and trees along that 
elevation.  Two mature street trees are located at the northern end of the property.  The property slopes up gently from east to 
west and is maintained chiefly in lawn, with mulch covering the front setback between the house and the street.  The building 
consists of an historic main block near the street, with a host of large additions at the rear. 
 
Measuring 30 feet long by 18 feet deep, the main block rises 2 stories from a low fieldstone foundation to a hip roof.  An exterior 
chimney rises up the north wall of this volume.  Walls are sheathed with clapboard and trimmed with sill boards, corner boards, 
and flat fascia boards with bed molding.   Windows typically contain paired 6/1 double-hung replacement sash with band 
molding.   
 
The three-bay façade has a center entrance flanked by paired windows on each floor and surmounted by a single window.  
Ornament is focused on the entrance, which has a single-leaf door framed by molded pilasters and a narrow entablature with 
heavily molded cornice.  A granite step accesses the doorway.  The south elevation of the original main block contains paired 
windows on each floor; the continuous plane of the first rear addition has a triplet of windows on each of its two floors.   
 
Subsequent L-shaped additions to the west are two stories high, with gabled or hipped roofs, wood shingle siding with a band of 
vertical board siding at the upper-story window level, and a variety of projections and regularly spaced fenestration (mostly 6/6 
double-hung sash).  A side entrance is recessed in the corner at the south side of the rear L; a long verandah lines the north 
side of the L.  The garage structure that terminates the L-addition is a large two-story structure with a front gambrel roof, cupola, 
long shed dormer on the south roof slope, two vehicle bays in the main structure, one vehicle bay in a one-story shed-roofed 
extension, two 6/1 windows widely spaced on its south elevation, and triplets of 6/1 windows in the second-story dormer and 
gambrel end. 
 
The historic building at 24 Way to the River has been overwhelmed by modern renovations and large-scale additions.  The 
original house is notable for its two-story form, hip roof, and center entrance. (Further examination and research are required to 
confirm the original or early date of its door surround.) 
 
HISTORICAL NARRATIVE     
Discuss the history of the building.  Explain its associations with local (or state) history.  Include uses of the building, and the role(s) the 
owners/occupants played within the community.  
  
The Cheney house was likely constructed circa 1831 around the time that twin brothers William P. Cheney (1806-1885)1 and 
David J. Cheney (1806-1882)2 purchased the property.3  The brothers worked as shoemakers and lived here with their sister, 
Mercy Cheney (1801-1870),4 for the remainder of their lives.  None of the siblings married.    

1 https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/91151575/william-p_-cheney.  Accessed Feb. 10, 2020.  
2 https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/91151536.  Accessed Feb. 10. 2020. 
3 Essex South Deed Book 265, p. 123. 
4 https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/91151435/mercy-cheney.  Accessed Feb. 10, 2020. 
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West Newbury native William H. Bartlett (1828-1909)5 owned the property from 1886 to 19006 and lived here with his second 
wife, Hannah Souther (1841-1924).  Their oldest daughter, Laura (1865-1935), married house carpenter Cyrus H. Watson 
(1858-1941) in 1881.    
 
In 1900, William Bartlett sold the house to his son-in-law Cyrus H. Watson.7  Cyrus Watson lived here with his wife, Laura (1865-
1935), and their twelve children.  Sons Wallace, Russell, and George Watson also worked as house carpenters.  Several of the 
Watson children lived here as adults.  George Watson owned the property until 1963.8       
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SUPPLEMENTARY IMAGE 
 

 Original main block. View looking northwest.   

5 Findagrave.com.  Memorial #110471289. 
6 Essex South Deed Book 1173, p. 123.   
7 Essex South Deed Book 1627, p. 207. 
8 Essex South Deed Book 5155, p. 5. 
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