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Town Office Tales
Curiosities and observations
on the history, people, and
objects inside and outside
Town Hall.

West Newbury on the Move!
For 200 years West Newbury has been a Town on the move, dotted

with roads, railbeds , bridges, and byways, these traversed by
carriages and cars, trolleys and trains, pedestrians and pull-carts.
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Then as now, the
development of

infrastructure was a
slow and tedious

process. This letter at
left from the County to
the Selectboard rejects

a roadway proposed
by West Newbury for
being too narrow for

County standards.

Then as now, traffic
congestion was a primary

concern on Route 113. This
citizen’s petition calls for

the rejection of a proposed
gas station at Post Office

Square citing the high
volume of cars.



Regular inspection of the roads in West Newbury
was undertaken by the Highway Surveyors,
assigned a District (usually 1 through 12) to report
in on to the Selectboard to ensure safety and
maintenance. These are the Surveyor’s reports
from 1860.



Hard to believe,
but at one time
the trolley came
through West
Newbury right
down Main
Street. In the
1910s, the
Boston and
Northern Street
Railway took
over local service,
running
streetcars to and
from Haverhill
and other
locations. In this
letter, sent by
Boston and
Northern to the
Town, they
petition to act as
sole carrier to
convey
“newspapers,
baggage, express
matter and
freight”.


