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#1¢.one looks into the history of Wew Hnglanc towns and
cities, one will find in =lmost every cuase so e central ploi cof
land that by usage becomes the hegrt of ke town, or lize the
hub of a wheel which one can :se 48 & marker in finding one's
way about = like Boston Common and the breathing places of
other cities.

1In the history of (Old MNewbury the lower and upper greens
were called in their old spelling "Graying Greens” (mesning
grazing). After all these years it would be difficult to name
our fiéld “Training CGreen", which seems better as it is the
wieh of the people to improve and make more beagtiful this ane
clent public square.”

These words are quoted from an article by Leonard Smith
written in 1919, 8ince I have borrowed much material from him,
I wish to give a few facts ebout him, 1ile was born in 1844 on
the Dole Place on the river below Prospect Street., He was
active in town affairs, serving as tax collector and towm trea-
surer for ten yesrs., After moviay to Haverhill in 1830 he be-
came curator of "The Butionwoods", Haverhill's Historicsl Sceilety,
-holdingy that position for twenty-zeven yezrs, He wrote a serics
of historical articles on West Newbury for The Haverhill Geazette
an% wg are most grateiul for his keen observation and accur:te
details,.

in 1731 Joshua Balley exchanged lands with the Town, giving
the whole front of his farm for a "training fleld" of 150 saquare
rods and a section 2 rods wide and 133 rods long for a part of
Bailey'!s lLane, This was when the town was taking formsl possepion
of the highways in the westerm pert of the t8¥n,

Here two companies of men were troined @uring the Revoli-
tion. It was also used during the War of 1815, the Civil Var,
and in World War 1l I saw my husband and other men of the town
drilling on the same field in a State Guard unit,.

It is siated that stocks were once erected at the upper enc
gnd one of the town's earliest post offices was near here. lr,
Viehols was postaaster in Clvil War days, Later & bundstand wes
built in the same genersal area, This first bendstand was replaced
by a new one bullt by the W.P,A. and free W.P.A, concerts were
glven, I recall this bandstand very well and wish 1t were still
there to be used on Memorial Day.

The first mail stage coach ren from Haveriiill to Hewbury-
port in 1803, The horse trolley cars started in June 1886, The
cer barme were on Bailev's Lane near the home of George Mull - in
fact, lir, Mull'e house was built partly from the lunber from the
car barns. Sugene H. Drake who lived acroess the street wis a
‘piver. The only circus ever to come to thils toun was held on
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féfcgﬁ?akg's field behind the present librrry, This wes in 1080,
A Tally-ho ovmed and uged by «rry fuvene Drdke ot one Lime sueod
in front of Welf Tavern im Newburyport.

There wer:s two stores in this vicinity; one, callel "The
Cou", stood on the upper side of Town Hall; the other was &
Fenny Shop in the upper ell of no., 478 lizin Street. This wes
very convenient for the pupils of West Newbury's Tirst Liyh schuol
which was jast beyond, This school house was later moved to
Stewnrt Street and 18 now the Girrolr home,

In 1882 the town voted 32000 for the digring of two wells,
one in the square and one on the Trainins Pield, MAs good un
investment of it's money as the town conld poszibly make, S¢
said cne town father at the time., This well and pump still pro-
duce azbundant good water. During dry spells countless autos
stop and Jjugs and milk cune are Tilled here, The First pump in
the scuere was encloged in z wooden case. I wish thoei the pree
gsent pump wight be so inclosed as it probably wes ordisincdly.

An excelient color photograph of the pump and Training
Field appezred in 1955 cn the cover of the Rockwell Wi.ter Jour-
nel, a company dealing with water and seware systems. Thelr
caption was "¥est Ilewbury - one of lew England's oldest and
prettiest towns", This same picture sppeured on one of Tif7.
and Company's Christmes ezrds. I em happy to have one,

Beiley's Lane 1tself is interesting., It could have bueun
named for the many Bailey¥s w0 lived there - yet it could hgvegﬁm
Bayley's Lene orizinally for there has long veen a asrker just
peyond the Drake home stating this was the birthplesce of Jacob
Bayley, born in 1726, probubly son of Joshuu - who gave the
Training Field, He took part in the Prench and Indien Wor wod
afterwards estzblished a settlement "at the Oxbow of the Co it~
icut River whieh he named MNewbury", as his birthplace was still

& part of that town. This lane originally went clesy Lo Lhe
river, but due to many lsndelides it was closed to the puvlle

in 1868,

In 1241 the town voted to build a Town Houst on land offur-
ed by Somuel Sewgll Chase. Before this date town meetirngs were
held in the wvarious churches or meeting houses. It had & gal-
lery at the vear which was sealed up Tor an armory before the
Civil War.

~uoting from Leonard Smith in 1815 -« “How well I reueunner
snnaal Town Meeting - en &ll dsy affaeir, no street cars ade

:

ersy to come or return, A recess was voted from noon tiil
00 o'clock. Peonle in the nelshborhood invited friends :nd
lztives to & sumptuous dinner,
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ir. and drs. Abbott Pollunsbee, 1iving next to the hall,
s entertaines Thomss Thurlowy Thomas Ordwey, loses Poor

’

and myself, GStephen Dmery Noyes, Sewell Chage, George Carr and
Joseph Gordon were among others who opened thelr homes to a

long list of friends.®
Does thisg suggest a precedent Tor us?

The Faruers' Club was organized in 1866, It was & most
s¢tive group who set up Parmers¥ Paires which were held on the
Troeining Pleld and in the Town Hall for nesrly 850 years, The
programg Tor thelr meetings list speskers wihose nsmes are fami-
iier to us to~day, I heve pictures which show crowds of people
on the Training Fleld, women wesring Paisley shawls and men wesr-
inz hizh silk hats, Pringed surreys were 21lz0 in evidence, One
?ieﬁare showe children in the foreground, smong them is Hdwin

E UG, nine yezrs old at the time, which dates the pileture as
a7
LSERY

Wwaoting from Leonard Smith - "*The Town Hall was filled with
needlework anddsplays of fruili, flowers and other objects of
interest, the pens for the catlle, poultry, etc., were srrang-
ed on the grounds that surround the hell, On the Training Fleld
& gre2t tent was placed in which the dinner was served; there
were no plates unturmed, for the dimner was the great affuir of
the day. Forumer residents were sure to take tickets.

#ifter dinner the spesker's stand drew the crowd, for there
were always out-of'-=town speskers, The day ended with an exchanze
of greetings between friends, one carriage after another leaving
the grounds, until every-day quiet setiled over the Training Field,®

In 1919 Leonzrd Suith wrote "While attending the celebration
¢f the one hundrelh anniversary of West Wewbury, on the ancient
sguare, #my thoughis travelled back te the people who years ago
lived in the ho:ses that surround ii.n

We will start with the home of Samiel SewAll Chase at the
corner of Balley's Lane, "There wos a many sn observer of hunan
sature, & kindly man, sn honest mem, but & cheracter nonsthe-less.”
e owned considercble property bstween Bridge and Preapects sireets,
end built many of the storey and a half houses there, He also cutl
& new road seross his property, now Steed Avenue, His wife cbiect-
ed sirenbusly to the new road znd vowed she would never use it. To
outwit Her, SewXll Chase stated in his will that at his funsrsl
the hearse must go up Hain Street; down Prospect Street, through
Steed Avenue to the Bridge Street Cemstary - ¥¥ich it didl

e also stipylated in the will that Judge Perry Ssrgent of
bary should ride on the hesrse werping a high silk hat. Une
mately the funeral waoes én an extreme cold spell and the
‘udze Troze Loth esrs in carrying out his fikend's request,
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"The nexi house," Hr, Smith continues, "belcnzed to Abner
Balleyy in my Uthood ©o Helsin Bailey - contractor and ouilder"
(built after 187:),

I wight add thit when I came here in 1940 Bill Hudsom lived
in tiils house, He was a colorful police officer and a zealous
guardian of the Training Field.

“The brick cotloge was originelly the blacksmiih sghop of
Deniel Bailey (502 “ain Street) but for meny years the residence
of Hatthew Greenleaf who was one of the to.n butchers, ile lived
on Baliey's Lane until fire dec stroyed his home. Then he gecured
the old Llacksmith shop and changed it into a residence.

"The Daniel Bailey home is & fine speclmen of colonizl zrch-
itecture, Originally there was a fine front door with bullseve
glases in the upper panels, also & wonderful brass knocker, Some
antigue collector offerad the owners & modern door in eschange
for the original, and the deal was closed., The knocker was worth
several doors,Y

Being unaware of this Interesting bit of hiatory, in 1S<do
Walter Grout, thon owvner of thie house, replaced the "new" door
and also the entire doorway with a fine specimen taken from the
Pierce House, 43 ianning Street, Heeting House [1ill, in Straw-
bery Danke, Portsmouth, ¥,1i, The doorwey is dctured on the ori=-
7inel house in the book "Architectural Heritszge of the jlvcﬁ;:
qua" Dy John Hesd Howells,

I will add a 1940 note. Hr. and Wrs., John King lived in the
Peiley house then, iir, XKing, & retired postman, once was 2 stage
coach driver in Idaho and Vevada, He had a pair of houmemede
gkiis given him by e Sweds in the west - the filrst skiis seen in
this vicinity., e King will be gratefully remesbered for his
lsbors, for on his own initilative he mowed the Training Field for
the first time and continued to mow it for nearly tweniy yeors,
uging & hand mower at firsit,

Yirsa. King had a vivid encounter with a ghost, She kepl &
lishted lamp by her bed since she was caring for an invilid mother.

She was awakened one night by the appearance g aag%%§§% small ang
glight, atiired in an old fashicned nighitgow & er her chin.

Geaching for the laup she demanded it in a ve?y decided mammer,
drs, King was a positive person zlso and grzbbing the handle of
the lasp, she refuged, After an exchanse of fira words on both
eides, the ghost discppesred, Mrs., King deseribed her visitor
most clesrly to a neichbor who exclaimed, "Why thst is the very
plcrui§ of Harriet Lailay {daughter of Duniel) who lived here 211
her l1ifs.®

ire Smith continues "Hext To the Bailey house is the houe
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of J. dilton Follansbee now oecupled by hig som wWalter Fellonte
bee.” This iz the ho.use we bought in 193¢ from Weller Follanse
bee's widow, I regret to say Wt never had 2 ghust, though the
houses on elther side of us &id

One nﬁw&v~wed couple who cane here to live happsened to arrive
on an evening when men were drilling on the Tre inimg'?ialﬁ. The
group set out to serenads the couple, came up under the front
windows and fired - bresking several panes ofglass. Gﬂg man shot
downward and shot his toe!

In our yard is ong of West Wewbuiry's meny home shoe shops =
itt's bench s3till in it'e original p@*itian. When we visited Henry
Ford's museunm at Dearborm, Michigan, we were surprised to see a
suall comb shop whose tools were labeled "Bought from the comb
shop of Walter Fellansby ~ Training Fleld, West Newbury." We
now have a ®py of 2 deed of our properiv to John Follaunsbee from
Alfred Pillsbury - coumb moker 1840,

mhe Bouse &t the lower end of the Training Field wus ccoupicd
in 1840 by ﬂmh@ Adams Boys" - p y the younger was 77, e was the
first baj'uo gfasu teg in 1833, fram Yest Kawbury'u first high

achool, He delivered the Valedictory wesring a peir of white zloves

far the oecasion. He was the source of endless storises of this
vieinity. His father was one of the towm butchers, and BEé showed
usg a linen auneck his father wore when delivering mest,

The Adame and Follansby houses were undouvtedly bulit by the
game carpenter ag ceun tleegs intericr delails are identical,

Aecross the aireet are the only three houses shown on the 1728
map. The first was bullt by John Chase, repeﬂteﬁav in 1689, and
renained in thefmm*lf for over & century till it became the pro-
perity of Zebulon Gordon, One of the Gordons was & bulcher 2isg -
80 that we have three situeted around the Training FPleld,

_ The next house was the residmnec of Daniel Chase in 1728,
The front room sghows evidence ¢f having been & shop of some kind,

Leonard Smith saye of the next hwuse, “"The Wﬂllazauegg 2%mne
6f the oldest of Lza group and with the farm thet bala“”w with it,
was held by the Follansbee family tdIUd”h severed generctions,®
The 1728 map lists 1%t as beleonging to John Carr.

There were seversl establishuents whers ¥ wheeled vehi-
¢les were made in the westernm part of the uawn, buu the men vho
did the largest bpusiness was fnoch Bailey. His shop was locoted
zt the ezst end of the Training Field, Wr. Bailley lived next to
the shop (ol@ Hain Street). He suployed twenly or more men, Re-
gords show lienry Lay Joined him in 1844, {(iore spout ir, Loy
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later), Lventually Mr, Bailey moved his business to Bosten, and
his shop was made into a residence where Leonsrd Burrill now lives
(384 Muin Street).

Vext, Nichols and Thome s begem & carriage business in the
same arean, then came Lashon and Shoules, ani! last, Moses lMerrill
took over the premises, He made a special style of light wagon
of his own degigh. He also bullt a gypsy wagon for "iadam Stanley,
Jueen of the Stanley Tribe of Gypsiles". Several of her descandents
stilil live in Salisbury, Mass,

An uncle of mine, Charles Lord of Salisbury, told me this
story. After his father died In the Civil War, his mother had him
bound out or apprenticed to Moses lMerrdll who was Lo teach hia the
business in exchange for clothing, schooling and board, He became
so unhappy that one night he ran away, hiding behind a stome wall
st the top of Plpestave Hill when he recognized the peculisr rat-

tles and sqgueaks of Mr. Hderrillts waron on his trail, His wmother
never returned him to West Newbury, but e, Lord continued to be

a ecarrisge palnter for many vears,

He also stated that ¥Mr. Merrill rented the house al $S10 llain
Street, but declaring that It was haunted, he moved elsewhere, His
factory burned in 1872, and he rebuilt on the corner of Bridge
atreet.

Cn the site of the present library stood the Nichols House,
the only three storey house in West Newbury. John and Joghus Brew-
ster boutht the land from the Balley family early in the 16th
Century andé started the house, Only twl ells were completed and
lived in by the brothers., John was engsfed in smugeling gocds a-
cross the Canadian border during the war of 1812, He was driven
over the border by U, S. Custom officlals where he died in 1820.

The house was completed by Captain Daniel Pillsbury who was
the father-in-law of Mr, llichols., Nichols and Thomas carried on
a successful carrisge business whers Enoch Bailey had begun 1t.
After the business moved te Boston, Charles Clay ran an hotled in
the Iichols House. The Adams family lived here for a while be-
Tore moving to their home next te the carriage shop in 1876. The
name of the hotel wags later changed to Albion frog which we get
the nzme of Albicn Line., Unfortunely the Albion IHotel had an un-
savory reputation and was rajided many times for ligquer., The Eumery
gisters Lought the property in order to demolish the building,
They then gave the land for the new library in 1637. The llibrery
opened in 1928, a West Newbuty native, Russell Peipce, was the
srchitect,

On Saturdsy, August 23, 1819, West Newbury began & Ulhree day
Centennial Celebration including a welcore to World War I veberw
ans. Saturdsy's activities were z Band Concert, & parsde with Tloals
s an historical sddress glven by George tnery Nojes, i, lNoyes
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Lad kept 2 journsl for meny yesrs gnd it contzined valuable fzcts
in the town's history., TA copy of his addresgs is in the library.)

The greatest undertzking of the three days was an historical
pegeant written by Hrs. Hazel Albertson with a cast of three hun-
cred participating., This took place Saturday afternoon near the
Nole Place,

Bunday at the Training Field there was & Hemorial Service
and unvelling of the World War I Memorial Tablet coutaining the
nanes of eighty men who had enrolled from West Hewbury. A com-
minity Chorus sanz under the directlon d John Peirce, A bronze
medal besring a seal of the town was presenied to each veterin,

On Monday there was another parade, this in honeor of tine
soldiers and sailors -~ another band, and a chorus of one hundired
an¢ Tifty volces, The day ended with a banguet for the @men anl a
dence. An exhlbition of historical objects was on display for the
three days in ¥emorlal Hall - now Legion Hall,

The pouldeyr bearing the Memorial Teblet was given by Wilfred
Zink. It came from the hill behind his home at 124 ifain Street,
1 flag end flag pole were #lven by the Rev., Glen Tilley lorse.
at the swie time,

Proceeds from the pageant plus some donations ¢overed ithe
costs of the celebration.

An interesting side light concerns & former resident of the
town, Fred Carr (476 ilain Street), who invented the Carr Pustener,
1id contribution wes to send the Carr Band -~ one of the finest
around, tc teke part in the festivities., The Grange fed uembers
of the band who declared thetl never had they been fed so well,

The second memorial stone, dedicated to the men of World Var
II and the Korean War, was erected by the town in 19535, though
the names o thwsge in the Korean confiict were not insecribed until
1960, This slone replaced an esrlier wooden marker.

How we furn ouyr attention to the planting that has taxken
place on the Treining Fleld, George Emery Noyes glives us the names
of the donors of the elm trees and adds the fact that these men per-
forned the labor of setting then out. This honor roll consists of
the folloving names:

Paul Bailey

Samuel Sewell Chase

John Follansbee

Stephen and Stephen T, loves
Charies Palnuer

Daniel Bailey
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Denlel Bngland

Lutheyr Chuse

John 3. Mollansbee
" i " it

Joseph 4. Gordon

The trees were plented in this order veginning at Bailey's
Laney the Tirst elght iIn 1842, the last three since 1882,

On April 204 1523 ¥r. and Mrs. Heary D. Lay cbserved thseir
75th wedding anniversary. The whole town helped Lo celebruite the
event znd a uemeorizl tree, 2 pin ocak, was set cut. This tree is
outsids the Training Field Rozd, seeningly on our lawn, but the

field is & rectamgle not senicirular, This spot was chosen be-

cause iir, Loy had worked for many years in Encch Bailey's carri-
sge shop very near here ~ beginning in 1544, Hr, Lay had been a
selectnan of the town and = represent:otive Lo the Genersl Court,

My Interest in thils tree increased when Joanne Lay, great
zrand daughter of Henry lisy, married our son John Gibbons.

About 1250 the old planting around the boulder memorisl sione
was renoved as it had grown to unfainly heights, It was replaced
by a asimple hedge of yews on elther side of the stoB® and rounded
beds of Buonywnous in front of the hedges,

At this time “r, and Mrsz. halter‘@kvut volunieered to prune
and ecare for the planting and this work has been continued up o
the presgent tine.

In 1866 the old Buonymougs was replaced bty a planting of Anw
dorra Junipers, & Fift of Cherry Hill Yurserles, This was & Gar-
éen Club project.

In the Fall of 18963 a companion planting of yew hedges and
indorre Junipers was made sround the new monument dedicated o
the Veterans of World War II and the Korean Wer, The planting
and lebor were the generous zift of Cherry Hill Nurseries and
this, &lso, was a Gafden Club project,

In the Fall of 19067 soine of the householders around the
Training Field conceived the idez of a community Christmas Tree
to be instelleéd on the Fileld, This site was considered the nost
approprizste because it was the geczraphicel center ?I ttﬁ ?oun
of West llewbury, was flanked by the Town Hell end the Public
Library, snd afforded the bLest opportinity to be seen by 211 who
used the highway. A canvas of all the businesses in town and
gome householders elicited enourh funds to nay f ef:ctiog
of a splendid 20-foot tree b the Lagasse Aduﬁ&ﬂoﬁ@ 904{- end
triamed with ssveral numdred white llzhis. A specisl digpensation
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by the hiassachusetts Electrie Compeny allowed the Town Lo procure
current via an overheed wire froum one of the Coupany poles. The
lighted trec was enthusisstically received and hizhly praised.

In the Fzll of 1963 the VWest Newbury CGarden Club adopted &
ore of it's projects the besutificatl on of the Training Field whith
ineluded, a ony other things, the plantins of 2 livins Christmas
Tree, The Club donated #1000 towards this end and thiis was added
to & smell savings account left over from the 1967 community can-
ves, Other funés are being supplied by the Town, A permnsnent eleetri-
cal supply was instelled, with the blesring of the Massachusetts
Electric Company., Stanky Bill contributed the labor invoived in
laring the wire and excavatiing for the treeg, and Cherry Hill INur-
series donated 2 splendid Douglas Fir, Lights were bouzht and
householders trimmed the tree., Once again, at Christmas time it
wie hailed with delicht, and the cosmunity has the sdditional satis-
faction of knowing thht it's Christmas Tree is a permanent tradi-
tion for the Town of West Newbury,

On October 8, 1968, at the home of lrs. Walter T. Grout on
the Treining Field, & meeting was held to study the situation of
the elm trees on the Troining Fleld, One by one these “uga stie
trees are being destroyed by ihe raveges of the Dutch M discose
snd we felt the need of doing sometling about replacements,

m

We were most foritunate to heve the services of 1, Charles 3.
Hood, Chief, Insect Pest Conirol of the lMassachusetls Departuent
of Matural Resources snd two merbers of his staff, Alsc ot=
tending the meetins were Iir, Stanley Bili, Town Tree Warden,
iir. Rozer Coggeshtall of Cherry ill Murseries, ond three reci-
dents of the Training Field area, lrs, Ronald 3, Gibbons, .rs.
Gordon Hall, and Mrs, Groul, I, Albert Elwell, fdectia Au, WiS Un=
able to attend due to other comaitments,

.

After mich diseussion, it w.s zht advissble to meke a
planting of Sugsar Maple trees on the 1151‘“ of the Trainin Field
Road and permission was gran.ed by the Board of Selectueh to pro-
ceed as quickly as possible with the lanting because of up.proaci-
ing frosts. Owing to & possible widsning of Hain Street 2t come
fature tive as well as the danage done to trees on the zo n utr cts
by salt and cheniczls used on the rosds during the wint.rg, it v
considered wise not to plant the trees zlong the lain Street sic
of the Training Ficld,

On Decexber 12, 196& ir, 3ill sné his men planted seven 8ugar
Meples, twelve feet in helrht, and we hope future generatlons will
cherish them and ecire for Lhen,

Thus we have our Training Field from its beginning to the pre-
sent, from an unknown hay field to a landscaped green, May future
generations cherish it and care for it ,

Typed by Evelyn C. Grout





