
Town Office Tales
Curiosities and observations on the history, people,
and objects inside and outside Town Hall.

Rules and Regulations Part 1
Since West Newbury’s incorporation in

1819, Town government has been
responsible for the enforcement of the
keeping of records with regard to rules

and regulations, some of which are
comical relics of the past, and some which

are timely as ever in the 21st century.

Tax Collection
You name it,
there’s probably
been a tax on it:
teas to turnpikes,
meals to motor
vehicles. The
lifeblood of any
Town operations
and an assertion of
its sovereignty, tax
collection has been
enforced in West
Newbury since its
break from
Newbury. At right
is the Tax
Collector’s Report
for 1884.



Licenses and Permits

An assortment of
licensing books from

the 20th century. 



A great quantity of historical licensing and permitting records deal
with the sales and inspection of dairy products.

A note from H.P. Hood
requesting a license to
vend in West Newbury.

Letter announcing
appointment of the
Milk Inspector (left)
and his handwritten

records (below).


