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      West Newbury Conservation Commission Meeting Minutes 

 

Meeting date & place: 7:30 pm, March 7, 2022, Town Office Building 2d Floor.  
Members Present: Judy Mizner, Chair, Kathy Feehery, and Margaret Hawkins. Also present, 
Conservation Agent Michelle Greene. 

 
1. Public Hearing:  Notice of Intent (continued):  Lower Artichoke Spillway, City of 

Newburyport Department of Public Services Re: Construction of stone foundation at 
lower Artichoke spillway DEP# 078-0712 Applicant requests a continuance.  

 
2. Public Hearing:  Notice of Intent (continued):  Town Wide, West Newbury DPW, Re: 

Hazard tree management, DEP# 078-0717 Applicant requests a continuance.  
 
3. Public Hearing:  Notice of Intent (continued):   87 Crane Neck Street, William P. 

Spalding, Re: Construction of a gravel driveway, DEP# 078-0738  Applicant requests a 
continuance. 

The Commission scheduled a site walk for the morning of March 20.  
 
4. Public Hearing:  Request for Determination of Applicability (continued):  35 Cherry Hill 

Street, Paul and Lynn Delaney, Re.: Construction of a gravel driveway Applicant requests 
a continuance. 

The Commission scheduled a site walk for the morning of March 20, starting with this property.  
 
5. Public Hearing:  Request for Amendment to final Order of Conditions:  18 Norino Drive, 

Katherine and David Miller, Re.: Request to allow construction of a hillside tram system, 
DEP# 078-667 Applicant requests a continuance. 

The Commission scheduled a site walk for the morning of March 20.  
 
6. Old Business:   15 Norino Drive, Re: houseboat, update from Coast Guard / Salisbury 

Harbor Master  
Nothing new 
 
7. Old Business:   Open Spot on Conservation Commission 
Nothing new 
 
8. Other Business: 
Ms. Greene reported that representatives of Essex Greenbelt would be at the Coffin Street property 
to prepare the Conservation Restriction baseline on March 9 at 1:30 p.m.  
 
She also noted that the Finance Committee will be meeting to address the Commission budget and 
possibly other issues at 6 p.m. on March 22, but this may be moved to March 29. Ms. Mizner said she 
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would be present at either time. 
 
9. Wetlands Bylaw Update:  Discussion to prepare for meeting with Select Board March 14, 

2022 to present draft wetlands protection bylaw   
The Commission reviewed and discussed the PowerPoint presentation Ms. Greene prepared for use 
at a meeting with the Select Board about the proposed wetlands bylaw. Ms. Hawkins noted that the 
diagrams are particularly helpful, particularly in discussing roadside swales and intermittent streams. 
Vernal pools were also discussed. Ms. Greene will check to see if some creatures cannot survive without vernal 
pools. The Commission also noted that the Town does have some small ponds that would enjoy 
greater protection with the bylaw. 
 
Ms. Greene asked 

• Is there a definition of a roadway? What if a way has been discontinued or is private? Ms. 
Mizner will look into other communities’ position on this. 

• Regarding abutter notification requirements, what happens if there is a very large lot with a 
building located in a discrete corner—must even remote abutters be notified? The Wetlands 
Protection Act Regulations currently require notification for abutters within 100’ of the work, 
rather than within 100’ of the property lines if the site where the work is proposed is on a 
parcel over 50 acres. The Commission discussed this, observing that if the construction 
location changed, then additional abutters could require notification and a new hearing could 
be triggered after a new notice. The Commission decided that it is best to require notification to abutters 
based on distance from the property line, and noted that the bylaw does allow for waivers of notification.  

• With no minimum size for isolated wetlands, does a wetland of any size have a 100’ buffer 
area? Ms. Mizner will look into other communities’ positions on this.  

 
10. Informal Discussion: 
 
11. Community Input: 
 
12. Approval of Minutes:  Ms. Mizner moved, Ms. Hawkins seconded, and the Commission voted unanimously 

to approve the February 7, 2022 minutes as revised.  
 
13. Approval of Minutes:  Ms. Mizner moved, Ms. Feehery seconded, and the Commission voted unanimously to 

approve the February 23, 2022 minutes as revised.  
 
14. Correspondence: 

 
15. DEP Comments:    
 
16. Land Agent Update:   
 
17. Next Meeting:  March 21, 2022 7:30 pm 
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Adjournment 
The Commission adjourned at  9:03 pm.     

Meeting Documents 

Materials pertaining to each item, as maintained in Conservation Agent files. 
 

Respectfully submitted 
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